
What is the Joint Core Strategy? 
Gloucester, Cheltenham and Tewkesbury Councils are 
preparing a new plan for the area, known as the Joint 
Core Strategy. This document will set out an overarch-
ing vision for the area and will identify areas for housing 
land and job creation up to 2031.

The Joint Core Strategy Vision 
Our vision is to produce a strategy which 
fosters growth in the local economy and  
provides sufficient homes, including  
affordable homes, in sustainable locations, 
without increasing the risk of flooding, or 
harming high quality landscape, whilst  
maintaining and enhancing the separate 
vitality, identity and character of individual 
settlements.
 

The Joint Core Strategy will cover a 20 year period 
•	 Phase 1 (2011-2021) looks to provide strategic  

allocations for development (see purple boxes on 
map overleaf)

•	 Phase 2 (2021-2031) carries forward the strategic 
allocations from phase 1 plus seeks to provide  
further broad locations for development (see the 
three theme maps overleaf)

•	 An estimated 2,400 new dwellings in the rural area 
also need to be provided

•	 46 hectares of employment land across the 20 years

Four scenarios are being consulted on (A, B, C and D).

Scenario Housing 
Numbers

Description

A 16,200 Delivering only existing urban 
(including existing planning  
permissions and allocations) 
and estimated rural capacity

B 33,200 Providing new homes for  
approximately 10% less than 
the estimated housing  
requirement

C 36,850 Providing new homes to meet 
the estimated housing  
requirement

D 40,500 Providing new homes for  
approximately 10% more than 
the estimated housing  
requirement

 
The larger map overleaf illustrates:
The existing capacity of the area (red boxes)
Strategic allocations (purple boxes) and,
A figure of 2,400 new dwellings across the wider rural 
area. 
To provide for our estimated housing need (Scenario B, 
C and D) additional sites are needed. The smaller maps 
overleaf show three possible themes (Theme 1, 2 and 3) 
which can deliver the shortfall.

We need your help to deliver this Strategy 

This document provides a summary, the full document can be found on the Joint Core Strategy website at  
www.gct-jcs.org with a set of questions. However, we would like to hear your views and ideas on Developing the 
Preferred Option document and invite you to leave your comments below.
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A full set of specific questions and guidance relating to Developing the Preferred Option, are located on the JCS 
website at www.gct-jcs.org

Please indicate where you obtained this leaflet? .......................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................................

Please indicate your age: Under 16 o 16-24 o 25-34 o 35-44 o 45-54 o 55-64 o 65+ o

Please provide your postcode ........................................................................

If you would like further information please provide your contact details:

Name...........................................................................................................................................................................
Address.......................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone no..........................................................................E-mail...........................................................................

Thank you for taking the time to complete these questions. Please return no later than Sunday 12th February 
2012 to your local library; or to the JCS Team at Gloucester, Cheltenham or Tewkesbury council offices.  
Alternatively, you can post to Cheltenham Borough Council, Municipal Offices, Promenade, Cheltenham 
GL50 9SA.

For further information on this consultation please visit the JCS website at www.gct-jcs.org

If English is not your first language, you need larger print or you require assistance in completing this  
questionnaire, we will do our best to help meet your requirements. Please contact the JCS team using the  
details below.

The JCS team can be contacted by email at info@gct-jcs.org or on the following number 0800 073 1441.

Joint Core Strategy 
Developing the Preferred Option
SUMMARY GUIDE



How will we develop the Joint Core Strategy Area? Broad Locations Theme 1: Maximising Economic Opportunities
This theme encourages economic growth and the provision of jobs and  
would see new development on the edge of existing centres. 

Broad Locations Theme 2: Preventing the Coalescence of  
Gloucester and Cheltenham
This theme would restrict development in the green belt and would see 
growth in more rural areas such as Tewkesbury,  Bishop’s Cleeve &  
Highnam.  

Broad Locations Theme 3: Making the Best Use of Infrastructure
This theme would make best use of our existing infrastructure as well as 
looking at areas where new infrastructure could be most easily provided.
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